Health.

To: VCU Health Physicians, Housestaff and Nurses

From: Grace R. Williams, Ph.D.
Director, Toxicology
Associate Director, Clinical Chemistry

Lorin Bachmann, PhD
Co-Director, Clinical Chemistry

Susan D. Roseff, M.D.
Chair, Department of Pathology

Date: August 21st, 2023

Re:  Change of venous lead testing tube type and delay in all blood
metals testing (copper, zinc, and lead)

Dear Colleagues,

Due to instrumental issues, there will be an unavoidable delay in patient
testing for blood copper, zinc, and lead. This testing is currently being sent
to LabCorp until the in-house testing can resume. The estimated
turnaround time for send out testing is 14 days.

The acceptable tube type for in-house venous blood lead analysis includes a
lavender top EDTA, however LabCorp will not accept this tube for venous
lead analysis. To avoid potential specimen recollections in the future, the
laboratory is changing the collection tube for VENOUS lead samples.

e VENOUS lead samples need to be collected in a Royal blue
(K2EDTA) or Tan (K2EDTA) top tube.

e CAPILLARY lead samples are still accepted in lavender
microtainers.

All other test parameters will remain the same including reference interval
and interpretive comments.

Please contact Grace Williams at grace.r.williams@vcuhealth.org with any
questions or concerns.

vcuhealth.org

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action
University

Department of Pathology
Division of Clinical Pathology

Clinical Support Center

403 N. 13" Street

P.O. Box 980662

Richmond, Virginia 23298-0662

804 628-4041
Fax: 804 828-6156
TDD: 1-800-828-1120

Division Chair

Susan D. Roseff, MD
Vice-Chair of Pathology
Professor

Laboratory Operations

Roxanne Mercer, MS, MT (ASCP)
Director

Carol McClure, MHA, BS MT (ASCP)
Associate Director

Clinical Chemistry

Greg Miller, PhD

Co-Director and Professor

Lorin Bachmann, PhD

Co-Director and Associate Professor
Grace Williams, PhD

Associate Director and Assistant Professor

Hematology

Alden Chesney, MD
Director, Associate Professor
Roger Riley, MD, PhD
Director and Professor
Director, Hemostasis
Guanhua Lai, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor

Immunology
Justin Dalton, MD
Director and Assistant Professor

Lab Information Systems
Greg Miller, PhD
Director and Professor

Microbiology/Virology

Christopher Doern, PhD

Director and Associate Professor
Alexandra Bryson, PhD

Associate Director and Assistant Professor

Toxicology
Grace Williams, PhD
Director and Assistant Professor

Transfusion Medicine

Kimberly W. Sanford, MD

Director and Associate Professor
Elizabeth A. Godbey, MD

Associate Director and Assistant Professor
David S. Wilkinson, MD, PhD

Attending and Professor Emeritus

\/


mailto:grace.r.williams@vcuhealth.org

