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  Department of Pathology Laboratories 

Lithium – Reference Range Change 

Orderable:  Lithium [LAB29] 

 
Effective January 12, 2026, the upper limit of the lithium reference range 
will change from 1.5 mmol/L to 1.2 mmol/L. 
Explanation: 

To ensure alignment with the manufacturer’s product literature and published clinical guidelines, the 
upper limit of the lithium reference range (therapeutic interval) will be updated as follows: 

• Previous reference range:     0.5 – 1.5 mmol/L 
• New reference range:     0.5 – 1.2 mmol/L 

 

In EPIC, Lithium results that flag as HIGH will also include 1.3 – 1.5 mmol/L and will display in red. The 
CRITICAL result range remains unchanged. 

• HIGH (flags in chart and displays in red):  1.3 – 1.9 mmol/L 
• CRITICAL (provider will be notified):  ≥2.0 mmol/L 

 
 

For questions, please contact Pathology Client Services at 804-828-7284 (8-PATH). 


