
Patient in need of non-POCT
Venous Blood Sample

Does patient
have

indwelling
vascular
access?

Venipuncture

Is PIV
indwelling <

2 days?

What access?
Peripheral IV (PIV),
Long PIV, Midline,
or Central Venous
Catheter (CVC?)

Is a therapeutic
lab level

ordered? such as
Heparin,

Tacrolimus, etc.

Is the Lab
ordered a

Blood
Culture?

Follow Lippincott: 
Venipuncture 

Venipuncture. pediatric 
Venipuncture, neonatal 

*Ensure Venipuncture Site is distal
to infusion or contralateral arm

Was the intended
lumen exposed to

the therapuetic
medication?

Device
type

Infusion
pause
time 

Waste
volume

PIV 2 mins 2 mL

Long PIV /
Midline

2 mins 2 mL

CVC /
Implanted

Port
1-2 mins 4 mLFollow device/population specific Lippincott : 

IV Catheter blood Sampling
Midline Catheter blood sampling

Central venous access catheter blood sampling, pediatric

For PIV, ensure PIV is distal to infusion site or contralateral Arm.

Consider Risks vs Benefits. 
If using CVC, then meticulous
Aseptic No Touch Technique

with attention to
decontamination techiques

CVC /
Implanted

Port

Long PIV /
Midline

Short PIV

No

Yes

Yes No

Yes

No

YesNo

Blood Culture
Blue
Gold

Light Green
Dark Green

Pink
Lavender

Gray
Yellow

Order of the Draw

RN/LPN Blood Specimen
Acquisition Decision TreeStart

Yes

No
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References and literature review available on Policy Manager
reference Blood Specimen Acquisition Clinical Practice Guideline

 *Clinical judgment for individual scenarios should be
considered and may supercede these written guidelines

https://procedures.lww.com/lnp/view.do?pId=41299&hits=venipuncture,venipunctures&a=false&ad=false&q=venipuncture
https://procedures.lww.com/lnp/view.do?pId=41299&hits=venipuncture,venipunctures&a=false&ad=false&q=venipuncture
https://procedures.lww.com/lnp/view.do?pId=52663&hits=venipuncture&a=false&ad=false&q=venipuncture
https://procedures.lww.com/lnp/view.do?pId=52663&hits=venipuncture&a=false&ad=false&q=venipuncture
https://procedures.lww.com/lnp/view.do?pId=1022854&hits=venipuncture,venipunctures&a=false&ad=false&q=venipuncture
https://procedures.lww.com/lnp/view.do?pId=1022854&hits=venipuncture,venipunctures&a=false&ad=false&q=venipuncture
https://procedures.lww.com/lnp/view.do?pId=5121493&hits=sampling,blood,samples,sample,sampled&a=false&ad=false&q=Blood%20Sample
https://procedures.lww.com/lnp/view.do?pId=5121492&hits=samples,blood,sampling,sample&a=false&ad=false&q=Blood%20Sample
https://procedures.lww.com/lnp/view.do?pId=40868&hits=sampling,blood,sample,samples&a=false&ad=false&q=Blood%20Sample
https://procedures.lww.com/lnp/view.do?pId=66453
https://pathology.vcu.edu/media/pathology/catalog/PathologyOrderofDrawGuiderev2.2025.pdf
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