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  Department of Pathology Laboratories 

 

Beta-Hydroxybutyrate – Measuring Unit Change 

Orderable: Beta-Hydroxybutyrate [LAB2336] 

 
Effective April 7th, 2026, Community Memorial Hospital will transition the 
reporting units for beta-hydroxybutyrate laboratory results from mg/dL to mmol/L. 
This change is being implemented to align with American Diabetes Association 
guidelines1,2 for clinical decision thresholds for evaluation of diabetic ketoacidosis using 
mmol/L. 

 

Summary of Change: 

• Current measuring unit:  mg/dL 
• New measuring unit:   mmol/L 

 

Reference Interval for Beta-
hydroxybutyrate, Old Measuring Unit 
(mg/dL) 

Reference Interval for Beta-
hydroxybutyrate, New Measuring Unit 
(mmol/L) 

0.2-2.8 mg/dL 0.2-0.27 mmol/L 
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For questions, please contact Pathology Client Services at (804) 828-7284. 
 


